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*Between-Subjects Experimental 
Design

Basic Procedure
• Participants took a 15 minute 

survey addressing their social 
outlook and school type. The 
survey
also asked questions 
about political views and 
demographics.

Participants:
• Total = 65
• Average age = 27 years

Methods

Independent Variable– School type
● Two conditions: Private and Public schools

Dependent Variable – Social outlook
• Right wing authoritarianism (7 point Likert Scale, 

1=Strongly Disagree, 7=Strongly Agree)
• Critical consciousness (7 point Likert Scale, 

1=Strongly Disagree, 7=Strongly Agree)
○ measures three factors: “Perceived Inequality,” 

“Socio-political Participation,” and 
“Egalitarianism”

• Egalitarianism (7 point Likert Scale, 1=Strongly 
Disagree, 7=Strongly Agree)

• Political self-placement (7 point Likert Scale on 
political ideology, 1 = most liberal, 7 = most 
conservative)
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There was a significant difference in 
Egalitarianism scores depending on high 

school type,  t(50)=3.52, p<.001. Students 
that attended public schools had higher levels 

of Egalitarianism, M = 5.15, SD = 0.33, than 
students that attended private schools, 

M = 4.65, SD = 0.65.

• Data did not support original hypothesis.  There were no 
significant interactions between school type, critical 
consciousness level, and right-wing authoritarian views. 
 

• However, there was a significant difference between 
school type with regards to egalitarianism, with public 
school students scoring higher than private school 
students

• Perhaps this is because public school students may be 
more exposed to/familiar with poverty, which may affect 
their views on things like government help

• Overall, participants in our study tended to be, on 
average, female, white, in their early to mid twenties, and 
liberal, with some outliers. 

Hypothesis: Private school students will score 
higher on the right-wing authoritarianism scale, 

and lower on the egalitarianism and critical 
consciousness scales. 

Past Research on Schools and Social outlook:
• The privately educated are roughly twice as likely as state 

school pupils to see themselves as being middle or 
upper-middle class (Ramesh 2011)

• State-educated respondents were also more concerned 
with social inequality. Private schools, the NCSR said, 
"produced Conservative partisans" (Ramesh 2011)

Past Research on Political Beliefs and Social 
Environment:
• According to the theory of political socialization, people 

form their political beliefs through interactions with their 
social environment (Hyman, 1959).

• There are three agents of political socialization: media, 
peer groups, and school (Banks and Roker, 1994)

Does the type of high school you attend (private vs 
public) influence your social outlook?
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Limitations
• The majority of our participants went to public schools, 

making the comparison of public to private very uneven.
• Because we had a convenience sample, the participants 

taking our survey were people that we know (family 
friends, etc.), and the people in their community are 
primarily liberal, making it difficult to find participants with 
different beliefs. 

• There was also a disproportionate amount of white 
participants to participants of color. 

 Future Research
• This topic could be further analyzed in a sample with a 

more diverse background. While our participants were 
primarily liberal and attended public schools, a study with a 
wider range of participants might yield different data.

• This topic could also be studied outside of the United 
States, where results might also vary.

Conclusion

Conditions

Private 
High 

School 

Public High 
School

Significance 
from 

Independent 
t-test

Critical 
Consciousness- 
Egalitarianism

4.65 5.15 .002

Critical 
Consciousness-
Political Participation

3.01 3.35 .642

Critical 
Consciousness- 
Perceived Inequality

5.63 6.01 .335

Right Wing 
Authoritarianism 2.85 2.55 .234

The Present Study:
• Compared individuals who attended private 

school with individuals who attended public 
school on their critical consciousness, 
Right-Wing authoritarian views, and 
egalitarianism 

Results were not consistent with our hypothesis. There were no 
significant differences between school type, right-wing 

authoritarianism, and collective consciousness. However, there was 
one interaction between public school students and egalitarianism, 

where public school students tended to score higher.

Results

There was no significant difference in total  
Critical Consciousness scores between 

participants that attended public high schools 
M = 4.71, SD = 0.79, and participants that 
attended private high schools, M = 4.33,  

SD = 1.03, t(50)=-1.32, p=.19.

There was no significant difference in total 
Right-Wing Authoritarianism scores between 
participants that attended public high schools 

M = 2.55, SD = 0.86 , and participants that 
attended private high schools, M = 2.85,

 SD = 0.86, t(50)=1.08, p=.29.
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